














I ALWAYS 
LOVED 
WATCHING 
MY DAD'S 
STORIES... 






































A ‘A 
TRANSLATION: STEPHEN] PAUL! 
SLETTERI IRTAHARON| 5 











YOU'RE 
RIGHT? 




















*Rakugo Supervision: Keiki Hayashiya 




















Pg 


JUST BECAUSE YA 

HAVEN'T HAD ANY 
) CARPENTRY JOBS 

LATELY DOESN'T 


MEAN YOU SHOULD 
EAT YOUR 
TOOLBOX. 


Ny 
IH 










DON'T BE 
SILLY, THAT'S 
NOT EDIBLE. 






























































































































































































































[ kwowme you, 
_7 IT'S PROBABLY 
AT THE PAWN 

























YOU'RE 
PUTTING TOO 
MUCH STRESS 
ON EVERY- 
THING! 




















YOU SEE 
ALOT IN 
HIM, DON'T 










NOW, I KNOW 
YOU'VE GOT 
THAT TEST 
COMING UP, 
AND YOUR 
DAUGHTER'S 

GROWING 






SOT 
UNDERSTAND 
WHY YOU'RE 
SO...GRRR! 





















WELL, THIS 
WASN'T HIS 
BEST PER- 






T'LL BE 
HONEST, 
HE DOESN'T 
IMPRESS ME. 










HE DOESN'T 
‘SEEM LIKE 









I'VE SEEN 
HIM AT HIS 
VERY BEST. 













HE WASN'T 
MEANT TO 
STRUGGLE IN A 
LITTLE PLACE 
LIKE THIS. 









HE'S TOO 
GOOD FOR 






EIGHT OUT 
OF THE 30 
SEATS WERE 
FILLED. 


SUBTRACT 


THE RENTAL 
FEE, AND... 





AKANE'S Q @Q 
SCHOOL... 















































WHAT IS THERE TO 

LISTEN TO?! ASIDE 
FROM MY POOR 
SON'S WEEPING!! 9 


WN 











l 
HOW DARE 
YOU SPEAK 
TO US LIKE 








MAYBE A 
DEMONSTRATION 
WILL HELP. 
WATCH THIS!! 








(T ALL 
BEGAN DURING 
JAPANESE 
CLASS IN FIFTH 
PERIOD. 


WE WERE 
PRESENTING 
ESSAYS, EACH 
ONE ABOUT A 
PERSON WE 

RESPECT. 








CLEARLY} 
YOU'RE NOT 
LISTENING 




















"SOMEONE I 
RESPECT," BY 
AKANE OSAKI IN 
























































FIFTH GRADE, 
— CLASS THREE. 
= Vs : I RESPECT (- 
SO) t MY DAD. MY DAD 
= \ ISA RAKUGOKA- 
ARAKI 
= oS: PERFORMER. 
= , anid ss v FZ p j HE PERFORMS = 
oes Dn <S Mh REALLY FUN = 
| =rrn AND LIVELY 
STORIES... 
You \ RA f 
RESPECT ah at \ 
HIM? HAHA! Nx WA =| 
_ DORK! is r\ 7 gf 
- | : f Yt + 
MY MOM SAYS 
= YOUR DAD IS 
4 A DEADBEAT. 
YOU ACTUALLY 
= RESPECT HIM?! 




















I MEAN... 
YES, IT IT MEANS 
EXACTLY 
DOESN'T 
LIKE THAT. ES 


REAL JOB. 





YOU TWO KEEP 


ACTING LIKE : THAT DOESN'T 
4 GIVE YOU THE 


Crs, BL é RIGHT TO MAKE) 
VICTIMS, BUT 
HE'S THE ONE WHO HIM CRY. 
STARTED THE 
FIGHT IN THE 
FIRST PLACE. 






























BAHH!! 
BAYU 
BEEA?! 





















DAUGHTER'S 
DONE TO 
YOUR SON. 











| ONCE AGAIN, I 











APOLOGIZE FOR 
AKANE'S BAD 
BEHAVIOR. 


I DON'T WANT 
YOU USING 
LANGUAGE 

LIKE THAT, NO 





MATTER THE 


YOU KNOW 
BETTER 
THAN THIS, 























T UNDERSTAND Lv WELL, I'M 
THAT BOTH 4 GLAD YOU'RE 

YOU AND YOUR REASONABLE, 
‘SON HAVE MR. : UNLIKE YOUR 

MUCH TO SAY YANAGIYA \Y ' DAUGHTER. 
ABOUT ME. . 


SITUATION 


WE BOTH 
HAVE A LONG 
WAY TO GO IN 
BEING PARENTS 
WHO AREN'T AN 
EMBARRASSMENT 
TO OUR KIDS. 


WITH THAT 
SAID... 






+ LET'S 
GO, AKANE. 

























































































































































































































































INSTEAD, 

ALL I DID 
WAS MAKE 
YOU UPSET. 














I FOUGHT BACK 
AGAINST HIM 
BECAUSE I 
WANTED TO 
TELL EVERY- 
ONE HOW GREAT 


ih YOU ARE, DAD. 








YOU'RE WAY TOO 
YOUNG TO BE 
WORRYING ABOUT 
MY FEELINGS. 

























OKAY, 
SO THERE 
ARE THREE 
RANKS OF 
RAKUGOKA. 














YEAH, YOU 











TOLD 
YOURE A = ME THAT 


FUTATSUME, 
RIGHT, DAD? BEFORE. 











DID I? 

HOW DID YOU 

REMEMBER 
THAT? 





INEED TO 
PASS IT IN 
ORDER TO BE 
A SHIN'UCHI. 





IF D0, MY 
TAKE GETS 
ER,IGET  BIGG- 
LOTS OF 
MONEY. 








ee 





































FIRST, THERE'S 
THE ZENZA-THE 
=| OPENER. THEN THE 
‘ FUTATSUME- 
THE SECOND RANK. 
AND LASTLY, THE 
SHIN'UCHI-THE 
HEADLINER. 











ANYWAY, 
THERE'S A 
‘SHIN'UCHI TEST 
COMING UP. 













AND THEN 
NOBODY CAN 
SAY BAD 
THINGS 
ABOUT ME 
ANYMORE. 











SO YOU 
DON'T HAVE 
\, TO WORRY. 
























































REFRESHER 
FIRST. 






























































































































































IT'S JUST 
DAD, ALONE 
IN HIS 
STUDY. 






















































































THERE'S THE 
baa WITH EACH SHIFT 
; : 
Ne . IN HIS DIRECTION, 
ALL THESE — TOUCHY ONE, : HIS EXPRESSION, 
Ne(O || VOICE, AND WAY OF 


People AND THE CAR 
POP OUT ONE: ‘ SPEAKING CHANGES 
| Re INSTANTLY. 









































YOU | 
e WOULDN'T |) 
YOU CAN ln BELIEVE 


SEE THINGS \ : I'S JUST 
ONE 


























THAT AREN'T 
EVEN THERE. é em 
ITS 1) 5 a THERE ARE TALKING. 
eg Sy THREE MEN 
4 ~ IN THERE 


H HAVING A 








—— 


















































































































































HELLO? 
MOM'S 








_ 


== 
— 


- 


SURROUNDED 
BY RAKUGO 
FANATICS. 

» 
- 



















































































_ | 
Co 















IT'S GOOD 
TO FINALLY 
SEE YOU 


HOW QUICKLY 
TIME FLIES, 
DOESN'T IT? HARD 
TO BELIEVE THAT 
SHINTA STARTED 
TRAINING UNDER 
ME A WHOLE... 


OH, THAT'S 
ALL RIGHT. 
IT'S A CHILD'S 
JOB TO BE 
LIVELY. 


ALL RIGHT, 
ALL RIGHT. }\ 


SHIGUMA... 





OH, STOP. 
T'VE DONE 
NOTHING. 


YES, I KNOW 
IT'S BEEN A WHILE. 
THANK YOU FOR 
WATCHING OVER |; 
MY HUSBAND. /, 












HE'S BUSY 
NOW. LEAVE 
HIM BE. 

















SCHOOL SHIN'UCHI 
PROMOTION TEST. 











THE ARAKAWA 








UM, 
MASTER! 
WHERE'S 
MY DAD? 

































»AND ONLY THOSE THE RESULTS 
WHOSE TALENT IS: ARE TALLIED... 
RECOGNIZED ARE 

PROMOTED TO 








SHIN'UCHI. 








THAT SHIGUMA 
IDIOT'S HERE 
TOO? 








HERE, THE 
AUDIENCE AND 
MASTERS 
JUDGE THE 
PERFORMANCES 
OF EACH 
CONTESTANT. 


































THE CHIEF 
JUDGE THIS 
YEAR IS MASTER 
SHIGUMA’S SENIOR 
FELLOW AT THE 
SCHOOL. 














THAT PUTS 
ME IN A FOUL 











IN MY OWN 
ART, LIKE 
ALWAYS. 
































HA) WORKING FOR 
THIS DAY? 





HOW MUCH 
TIME HAVE 


I SPENT 














BUT, SO 
WHAT? 








"ONE 
POF THE 
/GREATEST 
RAKUGOKA 
OF HIS 
GENERATION. 




















THEY'LL 
CALL ME A 
DEADBEAT 


AKANE'S 
CLASSMATES 
WILL RIDICULE 
HER BECAUSE |X 





ITLL MEAN 
MORE 
PRESSURE 
ON MASAKI 


TO PROVIDE. 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I BEATING 
MYSELF UP 
BEFORE 
IT EVEN 


STARTS?! er 


F Sis see 
GZ 





T JUST HAVE 





AND TO DO IT! THERE'S 
NOW, “a 
LET'S FOR ME TO MOVE 





, Uz FORWARD!! 
Ky") /f AREA rn ey. 


WE'RE 
ABOUT TO 
WITNESS THE 
ARAKAWA 
SCHOOL 
SHIN'UCHI 
PROMOTION 


q 


> 


fe ee 
Se 
fo 





: THE MASTERS OF 
EVERYONE IN | THE ARAKAWA 
j | || SCHOOL... 


ATTENDANCE 
TODAY 
ARE THE 
JUDGES. 


THIS WILL BE A 
BATTLE AMONG 
BROTHERS TO 
SEE WHO 
BECOMES A 
NEW RAKUGO 
SHIN'UCHIL 



























































ures CNT (ers Bewe 
} ourrirst (ee ZING conzesunrs 
2 PERFORMER! (ae = NOW. 










































































[oravay WLS 7 
























































MY NAME 
IS SHINTA 
ARAKAWA. 











ITS NOT 












































«..SO I SHOULD 
THANK YOU FOR 
TAKING THE TIME 
OUT OF YOUR 
SCHEDULE TO 
ATTEND THIS 
VERY TASTELESS 
TRIAL. 








I'VE GOT 
TO BE HONEST 























































IIT. ms 
y WHAT . ust 
traLmost \¥ ARE YOU ME? 
MAKES ME THINKING? NY : 
FEEL LIKE A \— J 
POLITICIAN. ew 
WA \ | i wr 
*The makura in Rakugo is the ii: OR INAS: 3 
prelude to the hondai, or main story. Vi} THAT A é 
ra \]] WEAK RE- 
+. YOUR VOTE ACTION? 
IN THAT | 
ust CASE, MAYBE I pra. y 
SHOULD OFFER a 
One scawencn BA) ceric ° 
mAKurs. PROMISE U Pwl 
lor 5% 











BUT I'm JUST 
A RAKUGOKA, 
OF COURSE. 














MY ONLY TALENT IS 
RUNNING MY MOUTH 
ABOUT WHATEVER 
COMES TO MIND. 










THIS ISN'T A 
GOOD START. 


ON SECOND 
THOUGHT, 








THAT DOES 
SOUND LIKE A 
POLITICIAN. 


IT DION'T GET 
AS MUCH OF A IKI 
wil| REACTION AS |B 
I THOUGHT. 











































































. 

2 AKANES =} 

MIMICKING |. 
> 








IM NO 
EXPERT, 
BUT SHE 

SEEMS 
PRETTY 

GOOD AT IT. 


} IF EVEN 
AKANE GIVES 
UP ON ME, 


IT SHOULD 
BE. THIS IS 
FOR AKANE. 


RAKUGO'S iias SPA OW 

NOT THAT ME PRACTICING, 

EASY. BUT COPYING 
MEP 


SHE MIGHT BE 
MORE SUITED 
TOIT THAN 
YOU, TOHRU. 


IF THAT'S WHAT 
YOU'RE WORRIED 
ABOUT, THEN 
REACH SHIN'UCHI 
ALREADY. 





OF COURSE 
SHE WANTS 
TO BRAG 
ABOUT YOU. 


YOU CAN WHINE 
AND BE WEAK 
AROUND ME... 





































































































BUT THE 
COLD'S NOT 
ALL BAD. 


NOTHING 
TASTES BETTER 
THAN HOT SAKE 

WHEN IT'S 
FREEZING OUT. 
















MAKES YOU 
FEEL SO GOOD, 






NEXT THING 
YOU KNOW, 








IT'S FLOWING INOTHER 
LIKE WATER, CUP. THEN 
AND LIFE'S A ANOTHER. 









A DREAM. 


Z 


/ WIS ENTIRE 


AND THIS, OF DEMEANOR 
COURSE, IS A 
RECIPE FOR JUST 


DISASTER. \~ CHANGED. 






























































































































































/ 


KNEW YOU 
SHOULDN'T 








MOVED 
FROM THE’ 
MAKURA 
TO THE 
ACTUAL 
PERFOR- 
MANCE. 


















































S| @ Es 
tess A IW la 
> 
YD, 4) KaTsucoRO 
os 1S A SKILLED 
PA gil FISHERMAN WHO || 
AS STRUGGLES WITH ~~) 
ALCOHOL AND 
DEBTS. 
IN THIS 
HEARTWARMING ~~ 
TALE OF THE y 
NINJOBANASHI \ 
GENRE, HE FINDS A “ \ 
COIN PURSE ON THE “S a ~ 
BEACH IN SHIBA, [A =) 4 Bey 
WHICH HELPS HIM <_, ae f 
REGAIN HIS TALENT C @& 
FOR BUSINESS. oe XN 
WELL, He's | In Vf : 
FINALLY HI | aa PONT 
oe iy 2 any Fleurs 
ae ' DOWN AT 
: THE SHORE, 












































WIFEY! 
WIFEY! 


WS 


patel ln 


_ 


























































































































HE CUT OUT THE 
SCENE WHERE 
KATSUGORO GOES 
TO THE BEACH AND |g 

































































FINDS THE PURSE. 
CT 
hi hy AS LONG AS bey 
THE BROAD 
ha UW WT steoKES ARE RAKUGOKA 
tt WY] gigT, You CAN ADDS HIS OWN |1|Y Tuar's 
z CHANGE THE PERSONAL FINE, OF 
IT'S ALL CHARACTERS, TWIST TO THE COURSE. 
PART EVEN THE CLASSIC 
OF THE ENDING. STORIES. 
CREATIVE 
PROCESS. 
a As is = S 






























THROUGH THE 
NARRATION, WE'RE 
GIVEN A GLIMPSE 
AT THE BEACH 
OF SHIBA AS 
KATSUGORO 
al| THAT'S THE MAIN TRAVELS TO 
ATTRACTION OF THE SHORE. 
THE SHIBAHAMA 
STORY!! 










































































I MEAN, HOW 
HE LOOKS Fo CAN YOU CUT 
IRRITATED. OUT THE SHIBA 
a SCENE IN 

SHIBAHAMA?! 












ITS THE 
EXACT SORT 
OF APPROACH 
THAT HE 











I UNDER- 
STAND THE 
TEMPTATION. 






YES, HE'S 
SACRIFICED ONE 
OF THE BEST 
SCENES FOR 
SHOWING OFF. 


GIVING UP THE 
CHANCE TO 
DESCRIBE THE 
SCENERY... 



















+ALL OF 
WHICH GIVES 
HIS WORDS: 
CONVINCING 

WEIGHT. 








EXPRESSIONS, 
HAND MOVE- 
MENTS, AND 

GLANCES BRING 
OUT THE 
EMOTIONS 


OF THE 
CHARACTERS. 








\) SHINTA'S 
|| STRENGTH 


ISHS 
ACTING. 





HE'S SO DEADLY 
SERIOUS THAT 
HE OFTEN 
OVERBURDENS 
HIMSELF AND. 
DOESN'T MAKE 


THE MOST OF HIS | |i 


STRENGTHS. 


BUT NOT 
THIS TIME! 


| 
THE DEPICTION | || 
OF THE WIFE IN 
THIS STORY, 
‘THOUGH. 





















































































































































INSTEAD, HE 
DISCARDED THAT 
OPPORTUNITY, 
DEDICATING HIMSELF 
ENTIRELY TO THE 
CHARACTERS, 
WHICH IS 
HIS FORTE... 





GIVEN SHINTA’S 
TECHNICAL SKILL, 
HE WOULD 


CERTAINLY DO WELL |} \) 


IF HE DESCRIBED 
THE SIGHTS OF 
SHIBAHAMA. 







































































UNDER MASTER: 
© SHICUMASSE 






















































































+AND I'M 

LUCKY TO‘) 
MAKE 

PEANUTS. 











\ ue 
‘POURED 
ALL OF THE 
EXPERIENCE 
I'VE GAINED 
AS AN ARTIST 
AND AS A 
PERSON 

Ve THIS. 





























SUPPORT. 


1] 


fil 
Ae 
I> ij 














DESPITE ALL 
THAT, MASAKI 
NEVER ONCE 


























THANK YOU 
ALL FOR YOUR 
PATIENCE. 
WE'VE FINISHED 
TALLYING. 














HE DID IT, RIGHT?! 
I KNOW HE DID IT!! NOW LETS 
TELL ME HE DID IT!! ANNOUNCE 


THE 
RESULTS. 














+HERE IS 

MASTER 
ISSHO 

ARAKAWA. 



























..FOR COMING 
AND GIVING US 
SO MUCH OF 
YOUR TIME 














iy ree HTT] TO, 
: en ine 












LETS GET 
RIGHT 
TO THE 

RESULTS. 











IT'S BEEN 
AGES SINCE 






BUT You 






DON'T NEED | I'VE SEEN 
ME TO TALK YOUNGER 
YOUR EAR POS 













OFF. ACTION LIKE 





EYE- 
OPENER. 








eolS 
HEREBY 
EXPELLED 


FROM THE 
SCHOOL. 





UL... 

I WANT 10 

APOLOGIZE TO EVERY ee veoore 
LAST PERSON HERE ey q 
FOR THE ABSOLUTE : MASTER... 

TRAVESTY YOU'VE 
JUST BEEN FORCED 
TO WITNESS. 








/T MAKES YOU 
WONDER WHAT 
THEY'VE BEEN | Oi 


DOING FOR THE fi Vili, 
LAST DECADE. y ae 


NOT THAT 
17 THERE'S ANY 
POINT TO ASKING 
THEM. THEY 
WERE LOST 
CAUSES FROM 
THE START. 











WHAT JUST 
HAPPENED? 


WHAT DOES 
"EXPELLED" 
MEAN?! TELL 
ME, MOM!! 











J WHAT WAS 
THE MEANING 
OF THAT?! 











++ SHINTA, IKK, 
SHOEN, ICHINOKURA, 
AND ICHIEN ARAKAWA, 
WERE ALL OFFICIALLY 








EXPELLED. 





DAYS LATER, THE |i: 
PARTICIPANTS IN 
THE SHIN'UCHI 
PROMOTION 
TEST... 














SOUNDS 
LIKE I DID 
YOU A 
FAVOR. 





SHINTA IS MY 
PUPIL!! YOU 
CAN'T JUST- 








THE REASON FOR 
THEIR EXPULSION WAS 
NEVER MADE CLEAR. 
























WHATEVER 
THAT WAS, 
IT WAS NOT 

“SHIBAHAMA." 





\\e 
- 


) WHAT DOES 
IT MEAN?! 


JOKE, 
\Nk) RIGHT?! — RIGHT?! 























RAKUGOKA 
SHINTA 
ARAKAWA... 










































































ISSHO ARAKAWA 
{iy soo PERFORMANCE. <5 



































oe THAT 
DAY WAS |K° 
ONLY THE |K 
BEGINNING 
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